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When I first heard of Spartan Global, I was truly inspired by the 
positive work of the organization and the fact it was student-run. A 
year later, I would say I am even more inspired after having the 
privilege of serving as President. The purpose of this organization is 
atypical from other student groups on campus—not only because of 
our mission, but because of our work ethic. By empowering 
entrepreneurs across the developing world with zero-interest 
microloans, Spartan Global represents the international scope of the 
university, and a Spartan’s Will to tackle complex, systemic issues.  
 
The 2016-2017 academic year was incredibly positive and historic for 
Spartan Global. None of our accomplishments would have been 
possible without the commitment and hard work of the Student Team, 
along with the advice and support of the Board of Directors. 
Everything we do is a team effort. Moving forward, it will be this 
collaboration and dedication that will lead to continued success for 
Spartan Global as we pursue permanent solutions to global poverty.  Scott Lyman|President 
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The Spartan Global Development Fund is registered student organization 
on the campus of Michigan State University with a companion 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization. Under the guidance of a Board of Directors, 
Spartan Global student members work to educate, inspire, and enable 
tomorrow’s agents of global change by raising funds locally in order to 
offer microloans to aspiring entrepreneurs throughout the developing 

world. We transform lives by funding opportunity. 
 

Microfinance is a general term describing financial services offered to 
those living below the poverty line who would otherwise not have access 
to such resources. Microlending is a form of microfinance in which small 

loans are extended to aspiring entrepreneurs in the developing world 
who face systemic hurdles in obtaining loans with reasonable interest 
rates. These microloans foster equitable economic environments for 

business owners in impoverished regions across the globe. 
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One of the ways in which Spartan Global extends microloans to business owners in the 
developing world is through a direct lending process. With this method, Spartan 
Global partners with nonprofit organizations on-the-ground in target communities to 
directly reach those in need of a microloan.  
 
Throughout the last few years, Spartan Global has facilitated countless microloans in 
San Miguel Escobar, Guatemala through our nonprofit field partner, As Green As It 
Gets. Our faculty advisor, Professor Paulette Stenzel, established this connection when 
she visited the organization for academic research purposes in 2010. Since then, As 
Green As It Gets has been a trusted and effective field partner.  
 
The second way Spartan Global extends microcredit is through an online lending 
platform called Kiva. This organization and its corresponding website allows anyone 
with an internet connection and $25 to make a microloan to the entrepreneur of your 
choice. Spartan Global made its first microloan through Kiva in 2009, and we have since 
supported over 2,000 individuals and cooperatives in 72 countries. 
 
All of the loans Spartan Global facilitates through its field partners and Kiva are 
interest-free. In the end, this allows for greater economic empowerment and 
development. Furthermore, as each loan is repaid to Spartan Global, we are able to loan 
this money back out to other entrepreneurs looking to grow their business. For an 
overview on each step in the microlending process, please see the below diagram. 
	

FIELD PARTNERS | KIVA 

Revolving Door 
of Credit Risk Analysis & 

Consulting  

Microloans 



Page 3 

 
 

  

Victor Catavi is a current client of As Green As It Gets, 
Spartan Global's longstanding field partner in Guatemala. 
Victor has specialized in coffee processing and roasting in 
his local community. With the backing of sponsors, 
Spartan Global was able to extend a $1,400 loan to Victor 
in October 2016 to purchase a pulpero - a machine that 
helps crush coffee beans during processing - and a coffee 
roaster.  

Victor has since been able to generate profits worth over 
240% of the value of his loan, as the pulpero and coffee 
roaster has allowed him to expand his product offerings 
and sales. Moving forward, Victor has future plans to 
begin exporting his coffee to new international clientele.  

Victor Catavi 

Jonny and Alberto Hernandez  
Alberto Hernandez (pictured) and his son, Jonny, have been 
working with As Green As It Gets since 2005 in coffee 
production. Unfortunately, this father-and-son coffee farming 
team have recently experienced some tough times, as a 
fungal infection devastated their coffee crops. Consequently, 
their annual harvest and production yield was destroyed.   

In June 2017, Spartan Global facilitated a $1,378 through As 
Green As It Gets that will allow Jonny and Alberto to replant 
coffee crops, as well as provide fungal sprays to prevent 
future infections. Moreover, Jonny and Alberto will use this 
loan to purchase coffee from nearby farmers to maintain the 
sales of their existing business while their own fields recover.  

Carlos Diaz is in the metal trade and has been working 
with metal since he was young. Carlos has mainly 
produced metal door frames, windows, etc. for clients and 
businesses in the area. Recently, however, Carlos has 
started to expand his business model to include decorative 
art pieces made out of wrought iron. 

This past June, Spartan Global extended a $1,100 microloan 
to Carlos as a capital investment to purchase a crucible, 
anvils, firebox, and other necessary equipment to grow this 
facet of his metalworking business. Pictured is Carlos with 
an anvil he was recently able to purchase with his 
microloan. 

Carlos Diaz  



Page 4 

 

 
 

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	 	

Nikisoboka Group 
Harriet lives in Kyenjojo, Uganda where she 
owns a retail shop. This has enabled her to 
look after her children and increase her 
household income. She is challenged by 
seasonal changes and limited capital. She 
wants a loan to buy salt and sugar for 
reselling. Harriet is a member of Nikisoboka 
Group where members guarantee each other 
to get loans. Spartan Global partnered with 20 
other donors to give the Nikisoboka Group a 
loan of $900, which has already been repaid! 

 

Gemma 
Gemma is 50 years old and is married with 
five children, two of whom are currently in 
school. She is in the agricultural business in 
the Philippines, and has requested a loan 
through Kiva to buy fertilizers for her plants. 
Gemma has been in this business for five 
years now, and in the future, she would like 
to save enough money so she can send her 
children to college. Spartan Global partnered 
with 6 other donors to give Gemma a loan of 
$250. 

 

Sreynouch 
Sreynouch is a 23-year old mom of two who 
lives in Cambodia. She is a rice farmer in her 
community. Unfortunately, Sreynouch’s crops 
were destroyed by insects. With other donors, 
Spartan Global loaned Sreynouch $250 to 
purchase fertilizer and rice seed to support 
her rice farmland to increase more yields. 
Sreynouch hopes these higher yields will 
allow her to better support her family. This 
loan is special because it supports the social 
and economic well-being of low-income 
families.   



Page 5 

	 	

At the end of the 2017 Spring Semester, there were 12 active undergraduate members part of 
Spartan Global. From varying academic disciplines, these students collaborated effectively to make 

the 2016 – 2017 academic year one of Spartan Global’s most successful to date.  
 
 BA Finance and Social Relations & Policy ‘18 

BA Finance and Political Theory & Constitutional Democracy ‘18 
BA Psychology ‘19 
BA Supply Chain Management ‘20 
BS Computer Science & Engineering and Physiology ‘19 
BA Accounting ‘18 
BA Business Management ’17 
BA Marketing ‘18 
BA Environmental Economics & Management ‘20 
BA Comparative Cultures & Politics ‘18 
BA Finance ‘19 
BA Apparel & Textile Design ‘19 
	

Scott Lyman  
Kathryn Smith  

Jake Sadilek  
Kelsey Blatchford  

Jaimee Beckett  
Morgan Burns  

Brianna Worthington  
Brittany Shaheen  

Graham Smith  
Jenaca Cryder  

Nathan Caverly  
Timosha Krivtsov  

	

The Board of Directors oversees all financial decisions of the Spartan Global Development Fund 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization. The Board also works closely with the Student Team to manage day-to-day operations 
of the Spartan Global student organization. Board members consist of past Student Team Presidents, Spartan 

Global’s founder, and faculty advisor. Together, the Board guides the Student Team on matters such as 
leadership, choosing field partners, facilitating microloan contracts, fundraising, and related tasks. Their 

advisory role is crucial in helping each student member learn and grow as individuals. 

Paulette L. Stenzel 
 

Professor of 
International Business 
Law & Sustainability 

 
Faculty advisor since 

2009 
 

Michael Thelen 
 

BA Finance ‘09 
 

Founded Spartan 
Global in 2009 

 
Spartan Global 

President 2009-2010 

Daniel Zaharia 
 

BA Economics ‘12 
 

Spartan Global 
President 2011-2012 

 

Nikolai 
Wasielewski 

 
BA Political Science-

Pre-Law ‘12 
 

Spartan Global 
President 2012-2013 
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Awarded annually, the Lewis Quality of Excellence Award recognizes Eli Broad College of Business student 
organizations or individuals who advance the mission of the college through achievements in continuous 
improvement and innovation. This honor is awarded to the student organization that best exhibits the 
following characteristics: innovation, teamwork, benefit to the college, performance metrics, and 
sustainability.  
 

Spartan Global received the 2017 Lewis Quality of 
Excellence Award for our quality improvement during 
the 2016-2017 academic year. This is the second time in six 
years SGDF has won this award. Specifically, SGDF 
extended $4,300 in microloans to its field partner in 
Guatemala, As Green As It Gets. Additionally, SGDF was 
able to loan $1,225 to support entrepreneurs through 
Kiva. In total, Spartan Global facilitated 23 microloans 
worth $5,525 to 79 entrepreneurs in 23 countries over the 
last year. These loans mark Spartan Global’s largest 
student-led microloans extended in over a year, 
representing the renewed presence of the organization. 
 
Pictured is SGDF President Scott Lyman and Faculty 
Adviser Professor Paulette Stenzel with Eli Broad College 
of Business Dean Sanjay Gupta, and Amy Moon, 
Associate Director of Alumni Relation for the Broad 
College of Business 
	

The 2017 Lewis Quality of Excellence Award is a big milestone for the organization as it conveys Spartan 
Global’s presence in East Lansing and in communities across the developing world. As the organization 
looks to increase its capacity and double its outreach, the Student Team will be expanding their scope to 
include an educational component for new members. This educational outreach will take the form of a 
mentorship program, which will provide new  
members with the tools needed to further the  
organization’s goals and objectives related to  
microfinance and sustainable development. 
 
 Additionally, we will continue to work with As 
Green As It Gets to extend microloans using the 
direct lending method. There are even plans for 
the Student Team to visit Guatemala to engage 
with As Green As It Gets and past loan 
recipients to gain on-the-ground exposure to 
the impact of microfinance. Moreover, Spartan 
Global will continue to support entrepreneurs 
through Kiva. As previous loan recipients pay 
back their loans, this money will be recycled 
and invested in yet another business owner 
looking for capital.  
	

Back row (left to right): Jenca Cryder, Jaimee Beckett, 
Brianna Worthington, Nathan Caverly  
Front row (left to right): Morgan Burns, Scott Lyman, 
Professor Paulette Stenzel, Graham Smith, Kelsey 
Blacthford, Brittany Shaheen 
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None of our accomplishments would be possible without the generous financial support of our 
donors. Spartan Global sponsors allow us to execute our mission of finding permanent 

solutions to global poverty by extending interest-free microloans to business owners in the 
developing world who have limited access to credit. We are truly grateful for any donation 

made to SGDF. We recognize both individual an organizational/corporate sponsors based on 
the corresponding donor levels. 

 
Individual Sponsor Levels

     
$400 + SPARTAN GREEN LEVEL

  
$750 + SPARTAN GREEN LEVEL

  

$200 + 

$100 + 

$50 + 

GOLD LEVEL   
 
SILVER LEVEL 
 
BRONZE LEVEL 
 

$500 + 

$250 + 

$100 + 

GOLD LEVEL   
 
SILVER LEVEL 
 
BRONZE LEVEL 
 

INDIVIDUALS ORGANIZATIONS 

Gold Level Sponsors 
The Worthington Family 

 
Silver Level Sponsors 

Paulette L. Stenzel|In Memory of 
Martin P. Stenzel 

 
In Honor of Ray Behan|Michigan 

State Law Adjunct Professor|From 
Colleagues Kathy Petroni, Paulette L. 
Stenzel, Caroline Bruce-Erickson, and 

Charlie Hadlock 
 

Bronze Level Sponsors 
Vasiliy Krivtsov 

Gold Level Sponsors 
Meijer, Inc. 

McDonel Hall Government 
 

Silver Level Sponsors 
Michigan State University  

Federal Credit Union 
 

Pretty Pink Houses, LLC 
 

Union Pacific 
 

Shaw Hall Government 
 

Case Hall Government 
 

Bronze Level Sponsors 
Mason-Abbot Hall Government 



 
 

TAKE ACTION  
NOW & DONATE 

 

spartanglobalfund@gmail.com 

www.spartanglobalfund.org 

 


